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The well-being of the American people depends on democratic fairness and good governance -- and the stakes are 

extraordinarily high in this era of rising authoritarian power and rampant political manipulation and betrayals of the 

public trust. 

The Founders, drawing on Enlightenment ideals, recognized that unchecked power leads to tyrannical rule, so they 

designed the law of the land -- the U.S. Constitution -- as a safeguard against despotism.  We must rightly reaffirm 

these foundational principles to ensure a safer, more just, more equitable and more sustainable society. 

It is only through broadly fair, transparent and accountable governance that we can  make sure that our society 

protects people’s rights, freedoms and economic well-being -- and a sustainable future. 

Those  who advocate for policies that give most privileges to white people over all others, while vehemently opposing 

efforts to advance equity and inclusion, undermine the very essence of justice with actions that reveal a deep moral 

failing. 

The Preamble to the Constitution is at the heart of American good governance.  It lays out six guiding purposes: 

1. To form a more perfect Union in an overarching commitment to unity, fairness and the on-going improvement of 

the nation. 

2. To establish Justice and ensure that laws serve the people equitably, protecting against public corruption and 

abuses of power. 

3. To achieve “domestic Tranquility” by creating a stable and peaceful society free from oppression and internal 

strife. 

4. To provide for the common defense and defend the nation against threats from abroad while avoiding recklessly 

imperial militarism that serves private interests. 

5. To promote the general Welfare by guaranteeing a reasonably level playing field of economic opportunity, 

education and public health and safety for all citizens. 

6. To secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity and leave a fair legacy of a free and just society 

to those in future generations, NOT one ruled by anti-egalitarian oligarchy or ruthlessly tyrannical rule. 

These principles are not relics of the past -- they are eminently ethical directives for today, and they require leaders 

and citizens alike to help uphold them against the creeping forces of corruption, exploitation and harshly domineering 

authoritarian control. 

The Founders’ Warning Against Tyranny and Corrupt Governance 

The Founders were deeply aware of the dangers posed by unchecked power.  James Madison, in Federalist No. 51, 

famously wrote that “If men were angels, no government would be necessary.”  Since people in power are decidedly not 

angels, a strong system of checks and balances is essential to prevent any individual or faction from seizing control 

and wielding it in ways that seriously undermine the greater good. 
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Thomas Jefferson similarly warned that “the natural progress of things is for liberty to yield and government to gain 

ground.”  This insight remains particularly relevant today as special interests and political power players, in cahoots 

with manipulative demagogic politicians, attempt to impose overbearing control and undermine democratic institutions, 

and suppress voting rights, and abuse and consolidate power. 

George Washington, in his Farewell Address after two terms in office, cautioned against the rise of political 

factionalism, which he feared would lead to corruption, excessive division and the erosion of national unity.  We see 

his warning playing out today, as hyper-partisan politics and the influence of Big Money and dark money threaten to 

replace governance of, by and for the people with governance almost completely centered on giving benefits to the 

privileged few. 

The Ethical Mandate for Good Governance 

A just government serves its people equitably, not selectively and discriminatorily.  Good governance is not simply 

about law and order;  it is about moral responsibility and ensuring that power is used in service of the common good, 

rather than for personal enrichment and the main benefit of rich people and corporate interests -- or the 

gratification of authoritarian ambitions. 

Governance should rightly be judged by its ethical foundations: 

 -- Does it serve all citizens equally, and protect the vulnerable? 

 -- Does it resist the temptation of tyranny and self-dealing? 

 -- Does it uphold fairness, transparency and accountability? 

The Urgent Need for Democratic Fairness 

Without assured democratic fairness, the very foundation of our republic crumbles.  Elections must be free, fair and 

accessible to all -- not manipulated by contorted gerrymandering or by ruses that disenfranchise voters, or by 

misinformation, disinformation or concocted emotion-manipulating conspiracy theories.  Laws must serve the people, 

not just those with wealth and influence.  The government must prioritize the general welfare and the long term 

greater good over special interests and their focus on short-term self-interest. 

Democracy is not an automatic process -- it requires the active participation of citizens.  If we allow corrupt actors to 

violate democratic norms and dismantle checks and balances, we risk falling into the very despotism that the 

Revolutionary War was fought to escape.  If we fail to ensure fair representation and just governance, we betray not 

just the Constitution, but the generations of Americans who fought for the rights and freedoms we enjoy today -- and 

all of our heirs in the future. 

Thus, the question is clear: Will we stand up for good governance and democratic fairness, or will we allow our 

democracy to erode under the weight of corruption, misuses of power, shrewd authoritarian schemes, and unchecked 

influence by billionaires and the politicians they support and enable?  The answer to this question will determine 

whether we fulfill the promise of the Constitution -- or betray it. 

This essay articulates the moral, ethical and constitutional case for good governance and democratic fairness, and 

draws inspiration from the Founders while making it urgently relevant to the modern political moment.  It is one of 

many essays in the Earth Manifesto in which Dr. Tiffany B. Twain urgently calls for a just, sustainable future, and 

warns against economic and environmental exploitation and unchecked capitalism that seriously undermines democracy 

and the common good. 

The Ultimate Betrayal 

When government is corrupted by greed, cronyism and abuses of authority, it severely undermines the moral and 

democratic values that define the American experiment.  The failure to ensure democratic fairness -- whether 

through economic policies that enrich the elite while burdening the working class, or judicial manipulation, or voter 

suppression -- is not just bad policy, it is a moral failing that violates the fundamental promise of American 

democracy. 
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But since Inauguration Day on January 20, 2025, we have entered a dark and shameful hour in America’s history.  The 

Republican Party -- once the unyielding enemy of Soviet tyranny, the party of Reagan’s defiance and the resolve of 

pre-Trump Republican patriots -- has been corroded from within, surrendering itself to the deceitful scheming and 

cultish abject servitude of Trumpism.  Republican politicians have abandoned their principles and violated their oaths 

of office in order to now stand with destroyers of democracy, instead of with its commendable defenders. 

The majority of Americans are watching in dawning horror as Republicans obediently march in lockstep with a leader 

who admires and envies strongmen, and who seems to despise the very foundations of our republic.  No longer the 

party of freedom and aspirations for fairness, it has become a zealous accomplice to despotism, casting its lot with 

the likes of Vladimir Putin, Viktor Orbán and Recep Erdoğan -- men who deprive their peoples of rights and safety by 

wielding power like a bludgeon, silencing dissent and using state media to rewrite history and twist the truth to their 

narrow, greedy and power hungry purposes. 

And it is not only in foreign policy, but also in many Project 2025 agenda items and in DOGE abuses of power that they 

are embarked on a subversive mission -- “to make the post-truth era the post-accountability age.” 

And for what?  To serve the rich, giving them more public debt-financed tax cuts.  And to cling to power at any cost, 

while tearing down the government they swore to defend.  They have turned their backs on public servants and the 

vulnerable, and on our allies, our values and protections against tyranny -- on the very ideals of American democracy.  

This is not conservatism.  This is not patriotism.  This is treacherous betrayal. 

The Historical Struggle for Democratic Fairness:  Lessons from the Past, Warnings for the Future 

Throughout history, the battle between democracy and authoritarianism has shaped the fate of nations.  From the 

founding of the United States to the present day, this struggle has been defined by cycles of progress and 

regression, as democratic movements seek to expand rights and fairness while authoritarian forces and oligarchic 

factions attempt to maximize profits, entrench inequality, suppress opposition and abuse power.  Those who follow the 

Authoritarian Playbook -- a recurring set of tactics used by autocrats -- present a grave danger and represent a stark 

warning for the U.S. and other democracies in the world today. 

By examining these historical methods and patterns, we gain a deeper understanding of the threats we face and the 

moral and strategic necessity of defending democracy with vigilance and resolve. 

History shows that when power is concentrated among elites, corruption and inequality rise. 

The American Revolution was, at its core, a rejection of tyranny and monarchical rule. The Founders sought to create 

a system that would protect citizens from despotism, but from the beginning, there was a fundamental contradiction:  

the United States of America was founded on Enlightenment ideals of democracy, liberty and justice, yet slavery, 

economic inequality and far-reaching restrictions on voting rights undermined these principles. 

Early America was dominated by landowning elites, and voting rights were restricted to white male property owners.  

This was an early manifestation of the Authoritarian Playbook, as those in power sought to limit democratic 

participation to maintain control. 

The Civil War and Reconstruction represented a struggle between democratic expansion (abolition, Black citizenship 

and equality of rights) and authoritarian regression (Jim Crow laws and white supremacist backlash against fairness). 

During the Gilded Age of the late 19th century, there was a rise of corporate oligarchy as industrialization and 

unregulated capitalism produced a new ruling elite -- tycoons in gargantuan corporate “trusts” who wielded enormous 

economic and political power. 

Tactics of the Authoritarian Playbook emerged in full force in those days.  There were corrupt political machines, like 

Tammany Hall in New York that for decades used bribery and patronage to control political affairs and elections.  

There were also gargantuan corporate monopolies like Standard Oil and U.S. Steel that crushed competition and 

manipulated lawmakers to protect their wealth and influence. And voter suppression and disenfranchisement of voters 

along racial and class line kept power concentrated in the hands of a few. 
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In response to such powerful influences, a laudable Progressive Movement arose that fought for democratic fairness 

and championed anti-trust laws, labor protections and expanded voting rights.  The battle lines were clear: those in 

power sought to hoard wealth, while reformers struggled valiantly to restore democracy to the people. 

The New Deal and the Post-War Democratic Expansion 

When the Great Depression began, it exposed the failures of unregulated capitalism, leading to Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 

New Deal, which redefined government’s role in promoting economic security and democratic stability.   Roosevelt 

countered the Authoritarian Playbook by expanding democracy, making it more inclusive and responsive to the needs 

of the people.  He helped protect working people by empowering them with labor rights to improve the dire straits 

they were in, and he created a stronger social safety net.  And he enacted fair election laws and economic regulations 

to curtail corporate corruption.   

In the years that followed World War II, there was significant civil rights progress, and during the civil rights era of 

the 1960s, the struggle for democratic fairness took on new dimensions.  There was a direct confrontation between 

democracy and authoritarianism, as democratic fairness was expanded with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which strived 

to end legal segregation and discrimination in education and employment, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which 

specifically targeted racial voter suppression, particularly in states of the South.  And women’s rights and 

environmental protections became new fronts in the battle for fairness and economic justice. 

As always, there was fierce backlash by “conservatives”.  Southern segregationists and corporate elites sought to 

undo these gains by lobbying for policies they favored, and through legal loopholes, voter ID laws, gerrymandering and 

other forms of disenfranchisement. 

A dramatic increase in corporate lobbying in the decades since then helped cement oligarchic control over democracy.  

Then, after the Supreme Court rationalized the use of virtually unlimited amounts of Big Money and dark money with 

its 2010 Citizens United ruling, democratic fairness has suffered severe setbacks, and election outcomes and policies 

pursued have been driven toward a highly undesirable hard right agenda. 

This state of affairs has gotten much worse today, as efforts to expand democracy are being crippled and 

authoritarianism is being imposed on the country at a scary pace, and to an alarming extent. 

The Destructive Impact of Gerrymandering on Democracy 

Gerrymandering is one of the most insidious tactics of the Authoritarian Playbook in modern American politics.  This is 

a deliberate manipulation of electoral district boundaries to entrench political power and unfairly distort 

representation.  This practice thwarts the will of the people by allowing politicians to choose their voters, rather than 

having voters properly choose their representatives. 

Gerrymandering creates “safe” districts where one party is virtually guaranteed victory, so it eliminates competitive 

elections and rewards political extremism.  This has the extremely undesirable effect of stoking political polarization.  

When politicians are not required to appeal to a broad coalition of voters to win, they become beholden to the most 

radical elements of their base, making bipartisan cooperation nearly impossible.  This artificially polarized environment 

contributes to paralysis in Congress, and poisons civic discourse.  It also prevents cooperative problem-solving, as 

lawmakers have little incentive to compromise or seek common ground -- or govern fairly and effectively.   

The result is a dangerously dysfunctional Congress, where gridlock, demagoguery and partisan brinkmanship replace 

meaningful good governance.  This tragically leaves critical issues unaddressed, particularly including healthcare, 

infrastructure improvements, reasonable actions to address climate change, and needed reforms of the economic and 

political systems.  This causes public trust in democracy to drastically decline.  Left unchecked, gerrymandering 

threatens to permanently undermine democratic fairness, making elections mere formalities rather than true 

expressions of the people’s will. 

Gerrymandering is clearly part of a broader systemic effort to corrode democracy, and is not an isolated issue.  

Dysfunction and division are not accidental but engineered tools of authoritarianism, making it clear that fixing 

gerrymandering is critically important to restoring democratic fairness and effective good governance.  

Global Lessons: How Authoritarians Seize and Destroy Democracies 
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The Authoritarian Playbook is not unique to the U.S.  It has been deployed repeatedly throughout history by autocrats 

seeking to undermine democracy from within. 

In fascist Italy and Nazi Germany during the 1920s through the end of World War II, democratic institutions were 

destroyed. Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler grabbed power through more-or-less legal means, exploiting economic 

crises and public discontent. 

They used nefarious tactics, demonizing political opponents and scapegoating minorities, weakening legislative bodies 

to consolidate power, and controlling the media and spreading devious propaganda and disinformation. 

This authoritarian blueprint was also seen in action in Russia, when Vladimir Putin imposed modern autocratic control 

by rigging elections and silencing opposition through legal maneuvers and violence.  He stimulated nationalist feelings 

and promoted propaganda to justify crackdowns on dissent.  Wealth was consolidated among oligarchs and insiders, 

ensuring that a ruling elite would remain in power indefinitely.  This has woeful impacts on the people! 

In Hungary and Turkey, democracy has also been significantly eroded.  Viktor Orbán in Hungary and Recep Erdogan in 

Turkey have both followed the Authoritarian Playbook, using fear, nationalism and control over the media and the 

judiciary to dismantle democracy piece by piece. 

On March 19, 2025, Erdogan provoked a democratic emergency in Turkey by arresting the popular Mayor of Istanbul, 

Ekram Imamoglu.  This is a cowardly dictator move to prevent the leader of the democratic opposition in Turkey from 

running for president, for Erdogan is afraid to hold free and fair elections.  

There are key lessons in these examples for the United States.  Autocrats don’t always take power in a coup  -- they 

sometimes dismantle democracy more gradually.  Judicial and electoral integrity are always among the first targets of 

authoritarian control, along with control of the media and the insidious propagation of deceitful propaganda. 

It seems clear that autocrats everywhere are becoming more emboldened because they know that they will encounter 

no real consequences from the Trump-Musk-Vance administration for their aggressions.  They know that the United 

States government is currently on a rampage, trying to destroy democracy at home and around the world.  

As the esteemed journalist Dan Rather wrote in The Truth Dies with Him:  Another voice didn’t tow the Trump line, 

“In another sad-but-true-to-form attempt by Donald Trump to silence the truth, he’s gutted a federal agency that 

broadcasts news around the world -- because it wasn’t pro-Trump news or Fox propaganda, but pro-democracy 

journalism that provides information to parts of the globe where a free press is threatened or nonexistent.  He signed 

an executive order that effectively shuttered the U.S. Agency for Global Media.  This is an umbrella organization for 

federally funded news outlets like Voice of America, which collectively reach 420 million people, in 100 countries, in 63 

languages, and have the purpose of aiding American diplomacy by extolling the tenets of democracy. 

History teaches us that democracy is fragile.  The U.S. is being rudely shown to be very vulnerable to the forces that 

have led other nations into authoritarian despotism.  The current threats to democratic fairness include voter 

suppression laws passed by Republicans to benefit them over more centrist and more progressive Democrats.  Attacks 

on the judicial system and media are being amplified, and checks and balances are being undermined.  And 

disinformation, conspiracy theories and anti-democratic propaganda are being ramped up in the Conservative Media 

Complex.  Government is being captured by corporate interests and those with Big Money, much of it spent in secret. 

However, history also shows that resistance and reform are possible.  The U.S. has overcome oligarchy, segregation 

and corporate dominance before, but only when citizens rise up to demand fairness, justice and accountability for 

abuses of power and violations of law and the Constitution.  “Let’s just do it!” 

Democracy is a Choice 

The struggle between democracy and authoritarianism is becoming intense.  The Authoritarian Playbook is in motion, 

but history offers a roadmap for resisting it. 

The choice is clear: Will we allow our democracy to erode under the weight of corruption, suppression and fear?  Or 

will we fight to preserve the ideals of fairness, justice and democratic governance? 

The answer to this question will define the future of America -- and the fate of democracy itself. 
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The Great Value of Good Governance and Democratic Accountability 

At the heart of any thriving democracy is a government that serves the people with integrity, transparency and a 

commitment to justice.  Good governance is not merely a matter of competent administration  -- it is also a serious 

moral responsibility.  The Founders understood the dangers of unchecked power, which is why they designed a system 

built on separation of powers, the rule of law, and democratic accountability.   

When leaders abuse their authority, deceive the public, engage in historical revisionism that distorts history, and 

manipulate the levers of power for personal and partisan gain, democracy itself is placed in grave peril.  

Authoritarian tendencies thrive when citizens are distracted, divided and disillusioned.  Apathy and misinformation 

are tools of those who seek to usurp and abuse power. 

There are huge risks in having leaders who engage in authoritarianism and bad governance.  When politicians distort 

history, they often do so to curtail democratic fairness and torpedo democracy. 

The Trump regime in 2025 is a textbook case of authoritarian corruption, because it is deploying many ruses to 

mislead the American people, fundamentally betraying democratic principles in order to consolidate power and 

ruthlessly sabotage the tenets of good self-government. Exposing and resisting these deceptions is not just a political 

necessity -- it is a moral imperative. 

Good governance is rooted in the idea that leaders should act in the public interest, not for self-enrichment or 

partisan entrenchment.  

All of the principles set forth in the Constitution’s Preamble are actively undermined by the corrupt and deceitful 

practices of authoritarian leaders.  The Trump regime, rather than upholding these ideals, has weaponized government 

institutions, embraced corruption, and turned public policy into a tool of self-serving manipulation. 

Instead of promoting the general welfare, Trump and his co-conspiring allies are engineering economic policies that 

enrich the wealthiest while leaving working Americans struggling with rising costs and declining opportunities. 

Instead of establishing justice, Trump has stacked the judiciary with political partisans and ideological loyalists, 

protecting corporate and political elites from accountability while dismantling protections for ordinary citizens. 

Instead of ensuring domestic tranquility, Trumpian rhetoric and actions stoke division, resentment and fear, pitting 

Americans against each other. 

Instead of providing for the common defense, domestic policy has been militarized while Trump is cozying up to 

autocratic foreign leaders and abandoning NATO allies, putting our national security in unnecessary jeopardy. 

Instead of securing liberty, they have pursued voter suppression, judicial manipulation, and authoritarian rule-by-fiat, 

seeking to rig the system in their favor permanently. 

This fundamental betrayal of democratic values needs to be more clearly exposed, and opposed with principled 

resistance. 

Exposing the Deceptions of 2025: The High Cost of Authoritarian Manipulation 

The Trump regime operates not on truth, but on deception.  In 2025, the American people are being bombarded with 

ruses designed to justify authoritarian control and hide corruption -- and distract from the disastrous consequences 

of the administration’s policies.  Among the most egregious ruses being perpetrated are: 

1. The Tariff Ruse: A Hidden Tax on the American People.  Trump’s protectionist tariffs are marketed as “common 

sense” economic nationalism, but they serve as a backdoor tax on consumers that raises prices on imported goods.  

While he deviously claims that tariffs make America stronger, the real impact is to increase costs for American 

families, particularly on imports like oil, automobiles, electronics and food.  This is pathetically accompanied by 

economic turmoil for industries dependent on imports, especially agriculture and manufacturing. 

It is clear that one of the main purposes for tariffs is to basically raise billions of dollars in government revenues -- 

not to help struggling workers -- but to partially offset the cost of huge tax cuts for corporations and the ultra-rich.  

Additionally, trade wars harm global alliances and destabilize economies. 
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Rather than defending American jobs, tariffs are being used as a manipulative tool to extract money from the public 

while rewarding corporate elites and Trump’s political allies. 

2. The Tax Cut Ruse: A Giveaway to the Rich Disguised as Economic Relief.  Trump and his cronies continue to falsely 

claim that tax cuts for corporations and the wealthy will “trickle down” to benefit working Americans, despite decades 

of evidence proving otherwise.  The tax policies being pushed by Republicans in Congress will result in ballooning 

deficits that rationalize a need to make cuts to Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security  and many vital public services. 

A deepening wealth gap will give more power to those in the top 1%, while leaving the middle and working classes 

increasingly vulnerable.  Workers will experience stagnant wages, while CEOs and billionaires will be able to continue 

hoarding profits. 

Trump’s tax policies are not about economic growth -- they are about further enriching the rich at the expense of the 

vast majority of Americans.  This will harmfully serve to further entrench oligarchy. 

3. The Voting Rights Ruse: Suppressing the Vote to Secure Permanent Power.  Framing voter suppression as “election 

integrity” is one of Trump Republicans’ most pernicious deceptions.  Under the guise of preventing nearly nonexistent 

voter fraud, Trump’s allies have restricted mail-in voting, early voting and registration access.  This disproportionately 

disadvantages young voters and people in racial minorities and the poor -- along with all the many millions of citizens 

who fail to vote. 

And Republicans are also working maniacally to empower state legislatures to overturn election results they don’t 

like, creating a system where political power -- not the voters -- determines outcomes.  And they continue to get away 

with gerrymandering districts so aggressively that many elections are effectively decided before votes are even cast. 

By eroding free and fair elections, Trump is laying the groundwork for merciless authoritarian rule.  This is not good! 

4. The “Law and Order” Ruse:  Criminalizing Dissent While Enabling Corruption. Trump’s selective use of “law and 

order” rhetoric and actions exposes his fundamental contempt for justice.  His administration is targeting political 

opponents and journalists, using the Department of Justice, the FBI and the legal system to silence critics, and 

encouraging law enforcement crackdowns on protests and protestors, branding dissenters as domestic threats.  

Corrupt allies will be shielded from legal consequences, ensuring that loyalty to Trump outweighs accountability under 

the law. 

This isn’t “law and order” -- it’s authoritarian repression in the devious guise of national security and other rationales. 

This poignant perspective on the four worst ruses being perpetrated by the Trump regime in 2025 is focused on the 

urgent necessity of exposing and resisting authoritarian deceptions and the most egregious manipulations, false 

narratives, and abuses of power being carried out right now.   

This hard-hitting takedown of Trump’s most dangerous lies and policy ruses is based on facts, evidence and reason, 

and is framed in the context of the moral and democratic imperative to fight back.  It connects Trump’s tactics to 

the historical Authoritarian Playbook, as discussed above, and reinforces the idea that his Administration’s actions 

are not isolated but part of a dangerous and well-worn path toward the erosion of democratic fairness.  The Trump 

regime’s ruses threaten democracy, justice and the economy -- using misinformation to control the narrative and 

intimidation and force to suppress dissent. 

The Trump administration is also manipulating the judiciary by stacking courts with political partisans, and beginning 

to ignore and defy court orders, and taking advantage of rulings by Trump-appointed judges that let them get away 

with abuses of power.  And Trump is weaponizing executive power by issuing executive orders to undercut big law 

firms if they dare to be involved in lawsuits that would hold Trump and his allies accountable for violations of laws, 

regulations or the U.S. Constitution. 

The urgent need for public awareness and resistance is becoming glaringly clear.  Trumpian deceptions must be 

countered through civic engagement and protests, and by demanding greater transparency, paying attention to good 

investigative journalism, and supporting fair-minded legal action. 

The Strikingly Polarized Partisan Divide 
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Recent polling data indicates that Trump’s approval rating stands at 47%, with a unprecedented partisan divide:  90% of 

Republicans supposedly approve of his performance, while only 4% of Democrats do.  This aligns with earlier reports, 

confirming the deep polarization in opinions on Trump and his administration. 

The deep partisan divide in Trump’s approval ratings is driven by several key factors: 

1. Partisan Loyalty and Polarization – The modern Republican Party remains largely aligned with Trump, as he continues 

to dominate its direction, messaging and aggressive actions.  Conversely, Democrats overwhelmingly oppose him due to 

his policies, rhetoric, lawlessness, and past and current actions. 

2. Policy Decisions – Trump’s aggressive executive actions and legislative priorities -- such as his tax plans, 

deregulatory offensives, evisceration of federal agencies, and deportations of immigrants without due process — 

appear to appeal strongly to conservatives, while drastically offending and alienating liberals. 

3. Media Consumption and Echo Chambers – Right-leaning media largely portrays Trump’s presidency positively, while 

left-leaning outlets emphasize scandals, controversies and rapidly increasing opposition.  These things reinforce 

conflicted partisan opinions. 

4. Democratic Backlash – Many Democrats see Trump as a direct threat to democracy, citing his role in past election 

controversies and efforts to consolidate and abuse executive power.  This near-universal opposition results in his 

historically low approval among Democrats. 

5. Economic and Social Factors – While some Americans view Trump’s economic policies favorably, concerns over issues 

like tariffs on imports, cuts to social programs, offensives against civil rights, and abandoning traditional democratic 

allies fuel strong opposition from liberals and moderates. 

This extreme polarization isn’t new, but it has dramatically intensified in 2025, contributing to this unprecedented 

divide in Trump’s approval ratings along party lines. 

It appears that this stark divide is a new dimension of conservative glee at “owning the libs”, no matter how contrary 

the outcomes are to the general welfare, or how twisted by propaganda, misinformation and ignorance in conservative 

echo chambers -- and despite the extreme Trumpian lack of empathy and the terrible treatment, contempt and 

disregard being given to civil servants, women, gay people, undocumented immigrants, poor people and people of color. 

A Parable -- The Gilded Rooster and the Walled City 

In a land where the sun bathed golden fields and rivers shimmered like silver serpents, there stood a great walled city 

-- a city built upon the foundations of justice, where the voices of the many wove the fabric of fair-minded self-

rule, and where the weak were shielded from the excesses of the strong.  Its people called it Demosia, the City of the 

Free. 

But beyond the walls, in the dust and the shadows, there strutted a gaudy, gilded rooster named Vainglorius.  His 

feathers, though bright as the dawn, were painted in a thin patina of fool’s gold, and his crow was a deafening blare of 

self-praise, drowning out all others in the barnyard.  Though he had inherited privilege and craved flattery, he had 

tilled no field and sheltered none beneath his wing, and he preened as if he alone had made the sun rise. 

Yet Vainglorius was not content with mere admiration from the barnyard beasts.  He wanted to exert dominion over 

the walled city, where the people lived by laws that were not bent to the will of a single master.  But the gates of 

Demosia were closed to tyrants and tricksters, and its people had long been wary of charlatans and false rulers. 

So, the gilded rooster hatched a plan.  Not by might would he enter, but by deception, by cunning, by the seduction of 

minds eager for simple answers to complex troubles.  He would not storm the gates but sing so loudly, so 

bombastically, that the people themselves would lower the drawbridge. 

He perched upon the highest rock and declared himself not just wise, but the only wisdom.  Not just strong, but the 

only strength.  He blamed the city’s struggles not on the greedy merchants who hoarded grain, nor on the lords who 

sat fat upon their cushions of silk, but on the poor, the widows, the foreigners, the women who spoke too freely, and 

the dark-feathered crows who had long toiled in the fields. 
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He promised to restore what had never been lost.  He vowed to make the city great by breaking its foundations and 

reshaping it in his own image.  He whispered to the rich that he would keep their coffers full, to the fearful that he 

would crush their imagined enemies, and to the envious that he would raise them by trampling others beneath his 

gilded claws. 

And so, as the people bickered and turned against one another, the gates of Demosia swung open -- not through siege, 

but as a result of fraudulent deceit and devious persuasion. 

Once inside, Vainglorius revealed his true nature.  The laws that once safeguarded the city were shattered beneath 

his talons.  The marketplace became a den of thieves, the courts a theater of jesters who laughed at justice, and the 

temples -- once devoted to truth and spirituality -- became altars to his name alone.  He silenced the scribes who 

dared to question him, exiled the wise who saw through his charade, and crowned himself Emperor of the ruins. 

The people who had cheered him now whispered in fear.  The women who had trusted his promises found their voices 

chained.  The poor, whom he had vowed to uplift, were crushed beneath the gilded weight of his vanity.  And the 

crows, the laborers and truth-tellers, were cast out beyond the walls, where the rivers no longer shimmered and the 

fields no longer yielded grain. 

And thus, the walled city fell -- not to an army, nor to an enemy from afar, but to the hollow echoes of its own folly in 

credulity, in falling victim to the seductive crowing of a strutting rooster who had promised everything, yet only ever 

served himself. 

And atop the rubble, Vainglorius continued to preen.  For though the city lay in ruins, he alone stood upon it, calling it 

his kingdom. 

The cunning rooster, ever a creature of pomp and illusion, declared the fallen city reborn under a new and glorious 

name -- one that dripped with false grandeur and the echo of past greatness.  He called it: “Magnificavia, the Eternal 

Dominion.” 

With a flourish of his gilded wings, he proclaimed: “Behold! No longer shall this city be shackled by the weakness of 

many voices!  No longer shall it suffer under the burden of equity, restraint or humility!  I have delivered you from 

the chaos of choice, the illusion of equality, the sickness of mercy.  Now, only strength shall reign, and I alone am 

strength!” 

And so, the people were made to chant the name Magnificavia in the streets, to carve it into stone where the old laws 

had once been written, to whisper it in fearful reverence.  But the truth was plain to those with eyes unclouded by 

spectacle:  Demosia was not reborn -- it was merely plundered and renamed, like a jewel pried from its setting and 

sold as counterfeit gold. 

But far beyond the fallen walls, in the villages where the exiled crows still gathered, a new song began to rise -- not 

the boastful crow of a demented cocky despot, but the whisper of truth, carried on the wind.  And from the ashes of 

Demosia, something new would one day rise again. 

For gilded feathers tarnish.  And pretentious and despotic rulers,  no matter how loudly they crow, are far from 

immortal. 

The Path Forward: Restoring Democracy and Accountability 

For democracy is to survive, Americans must recognize these deceptions for what they are, and mobilize against them.  

This means: 

 -- Reclaiming voting rights by passing national protections against gerrymandering and voter suppression, expanding 

ballot access, enacting campaign finance reform, and preventing partisan election subversion. 

 -- Holding corrupt leaders accountable by strengthening ethics laws to prevent government officials from profiting 

off public service, demanding transparency in lobbying, and ensuring that no one -- no matter how powerful -- is above 

the law. 

  -- Demanding economic policies that honestly serve the people, specifically by reversing tax cuts for the wealthy and 

reinvesting in education, healthcare and infrastructure. 
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 -- Creating fair trade policies that protect workers without driving prices higher for consumers, and that avoid 

retaliatory trade wars that hurt most everyone. 

 -- Defending the free press and the rule of law by protecting journalists from government retaliation and 

strengthening independent oversight of executive power. 

 -- Creating much fairer economic and environmental justice.  Policy must prioritize long-term planetary health over 

short-term corporate profit. 

History has shown that authoritarian regimes rely on deception, division and fear to maintain control.  The Trump 

regime’s 2025 ruses are no different.  The choice before the American people is stark:  continue down the path of 

autocracy, manipulation and malfeasance, or fight for a government that is truly of, by, and for the people.  The moral 

imperative is clear:  truth, justice and democratic fairness must prevail. 

Solutions: The Key to National Salvation Is a Bold Agenda for Restoring Democracy and Ensuring Fair Governance 

The erosion of democracy and the rise of authoritarian tactics under the Trump regime in 2025 demand a clear, 

comprehensive, and urgent response.  To prevent the continued decline of democratic institutions and restore the 

core principles of fair governance, the American people and their leaders must pursue an ambitious, multi-pronged 

strategy.  This requires reforms at every level -- electoral, economic, judicial and civic engagement -- to reverse the 

damage inflicted by corruption, disinformation and manipulative ruses. 

The following solutions offer a roadmap for national renewal, ensuring that democracy is fortified against current and 

future threats, so that and the interests of all Americans are better served -- not just those of the wealthy and 

powerful. 

First, restore free and fair elections.  Democracy does not function properly if elections are manipulated to ensure 

predetermined outcomes.  The weaponization of gerrymandering, voter suppression and election subversion has 

undermined faith in the system and allowed extremists to entrench themselves in power despite the fact that they 

lack broad public support.  The solution is a sweeping restoration of voting rights and electoral fairness, including: 

1. End Gerrymandering Through Independent Redistricting Commissions.  Every state should establish nonpartisan 

redistricting commissions to ensure fair electoral maps that truly represent the will of the voters.  Congress should 

outlaw legislative gerrymandering, and the Supreme Court should declare it unconstitutional, to prevent politicians 

from choosing their voters instead of voters being rightly able to choose their representatives. 

2. Pass a National Voting Rights Act.  The full protections of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 should be restored, 

eliminating discriminatory restrictions designed to suppress minority and low-income voters.  Automatic voter 

registration should be implemented, and early voting expanded, and same-day registration allowed nationwide.  

Partisan voter roll purges should be banned that disproportionately target communities of color and younger voters. 

3. Protect Against Election Subversion and Political Interference by making it illegal for state legislatures to 

override legitimate election results, and strengthening protections for election officials and poll workers against 

political intimidation.  Paper ballot backups and transparent audits should also be required to prevent electronic 

tampering. 

Second, end corruption and restore government accountability.  The Trump regime has normalized a level of corruption 

and self-dealing that threatens the very foundations of American democracy.  To ensure the government works for 

the people rather than special interests, sweeping ethics and anti-corruption measures must be implemented. 

Big Money and dark money should be banned, and corporate influence in politics should be curtailed by overturning the 

Citizens United ruling, eliminating unlimited corporate and dark money in elections. 

Publicly-funded elections should be established to level the playing field for candidates who represent the people, not 

special interests. 

Full financial disclosures should be required for politicians, including disclosures of tax returns, to shed light on 

conflicts of interest and thereby help prevent them. 

Lifetime bans should be implemented on lobbying for former members of Congress and executive branch officials. 
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Political insider trading should be made illegal to prevent lawmakers from using their positions for personal enrichment. 

Whistleblower protections should be strengthened for government employees who expose corruption, and all the 

Inspectors General that Trump fired should be reinstated in their responsible positions. 

Lawbreakers in power should be held accountable by ending the culture of impunity for high-ranking officials who 

abuse their authority, and ensuring that no president is above the law, including full prosecution of criminal behavior. 

Independent oversight mechanisms should be put in place, such as permanent bipartisan ethics watchdogs with 

subpoena power. 

Third, rebalance the economy to serve the people.  Economic injustice is one of the biggest drivers of political 

instability.  Trump’s policies have deepened inequality while falsely promising economic relief.  To ensure a fair 

economy that works for all Americans, bold reforms are necessary: 

1. Reverse Trump’s Tax Cuts for the Wealthy and Corporations, and restore progressive tax policies that require 

billionaires and corporations to pay more – “their fair share”. 

2. Close loopholes that allow multinational corporations to dodge taxes while shifting the burden onto working 

Americans. 

3. Invest in infrastructure, healthcare and public education by creating a federal jobs program to rebuild roads, 

bridges and public transit, and ensure good-paying union jobs. 

4. Expand universal healthcare to ensure no American is financially ruined by medical bills. 

5. Make public college tuition-free for working- and middle-class families to expand opportunity. 

6. Protect workers’ rights and strengthen unions by passing the PRO Act that has been proposed to ensure workers 

have the right to unionize and bargain for higher wages. 

7. Raise the federal minimum wage to a livable level indexed to inflation. 

8. Crack down on corporate union-busting tactics that suppress wages and workers’ rights. 

Forth, defend democracy from authoritarian manipulation and misinformation.  To manipulate public opinion and justify 

their authoritarian agenda, Trump and his allies have relied on propaganda, disinformation and the powerful influence 

of allied media outlets, like the ideological emotion-hijacking Fox News and others in the Conservative Media Complex.   

To protect democracy, the public must be empowered with truth, transparency and media literacy by breaking up 

corporate media monopolies and preventing billionaire-funded propaganda machines from controlling the national 

narrative. 

Publicly funded, independent journalism should be expanded to ensure a better diversity and accuracy of reporting.  In 

this regard, funding for PBS and NPR should be increased, not eliminated. 

Social Media platforms should be better regulated to combat disinformation, prevent the proliferation of hate 

speech, and remove demonstrably false election and health-related disinformation that threatens public safety. 

Transparency should be increased in political advertising on television on digital platforms. 

Civic education in schools should be improved by implementing comprehensive civics education to ensure young 

Americans understand their rights, history and the mechanisms of democracy.  Media literacy should be taught to 

help citizens recognize propaganda and manipulative rhetoric. 

Fifth, rebuild public trust, social cohesion and national unity.  One of Trump’s most damaging legacies is the deliberate 

deepening of national division.  Healing the country requires deliberate efforts to rebuild trust and create common 

purpose. 

Rogue government by fear and division should be circumvented by rejecting scapegoating and racist dog whistles, and 

striving to prevent fear-based politics. 

Bipartisan engagement should be promoted to build coalitions on key issues where compromise is needed. 
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Rural and urban economic cooperation should be incentivized and encouraged by developing programs that connect rural 

and urban communities through infrastructure, education and job opportunities.  Rural resentment politics should be 

dealt with by ensuring government resources are fairly distributed. 

National service programs like AmeriCorps and Peace Corps-style service programs should be better funded to 

promote civic responsibility. 

College tuition credits should be offered in exchange for public service, encouraging engagement with local 

communities. 

A Call to Action: The Urgent Responsibility of Every American to Help Safeguard Democracy 

The fight for good governance and democratic fairness is not just about policy -- it is about the very survival of 

American democracy.  Trump’s 2025 authoritarian playbook is a direct threat to the values upon which the nation was 

founded, and reversing the damage requires bold action and unwavering public engagement. 

Democracy is not self-sustaining.  It requires vigilance, participation and a willingness to confront threats as they 

arise.  The survival of American democracy in 2025 depends not just on politicians or institutions but on the collective 

resolve of the people to uphold fairness, accountability and justice.  The authoritarian tide sweeping through the 

nation will not recede on its own -- it must be countered by informed, organized and determined citizens who refuse to 

allow their rights to be stripped away. 

This Call to Action is a rallying cry for all Americans -- regardless of background or political affiliation -- to stand up 

for the principles upon which the nation was founded, and to demand ethical governance as the best path to lasting 

national strength.  The time for complacency has passed.  The forces of corruption, deception and authoritarianism 

are becoming ever more deeply entrenched, and only a united, unwavering movement for democracy can defeat them. 

This is not a time for passivity or resignation -- it is a time for mobilization, civic courage and the determination to 

work together to achieve common good goals.   

Every generation faces a defining test of its commitment to democracy, and for the American people in 2025, that 

test is now.  The solutions are clear, the stakes are immense, and the moral imperative to act has never been greater.  

American history shows that reform movements can reclaim democracy -- but only if people remain vigilant and refuse 

to surrender to authoritarian impulses. 

The Power of Civic Engagement: Every American’s Role 

Consent of the governed is not just a principle -- it is a responsibility.  A well-functioning democracy depends on more 

than just the occasional act of voting; it requires an active and informed citizenry that continuously engages with the 

issues, holds leaders accountable, and insists on transparency and truth.  Without a public that seeks out knowledge 

and participates in governance, consent becomes hollow -- manipulated by misinformation, fear or apathy rather than 

being freely and deliberately given. 

Democracy thrives when citizens not only grant consent but actively shape the direction of their government.  When 

people are disengaged or uninformed, power shifts away from the many, and consolidates in the hands of the few.  But 

when citizens question, debate and demand accountability, consent remains real, and democracy remains strong.  A 

republic is not sustained by passive agreement -- it survives through the constant, deliberate participation of those 

who govern themselves. 

The Trump regime has weaponized apathy, knowing that when people feel powerless, they disengage.  But history has 

proven that when citizens mobilize en masse, they can change the course of history. 

Turnout is the lifeblood of democracy, so citizens should be incentivized to vote in every election -- from local to 

national.  Voter suppression efforts are at an all-time high in the last few years, making participation even more 

critical. 

Citizens should engage with their representatives and demand action.  Call, email, and write to members of Congress, 

state legislators, and local officials.  They work for you -- remind them of that. 
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Pressure lawmakers to support voting rights protections, anti-corruption measures and economic fairness policies. 

Attend town halls and public meetings to hold officials accountable in person. 

Support and defend independent journalism, because truth is under attack, and autocrats thrive on disinformation and 

propaganda.  So, subscribe to and support fact-based journalism that exposes corruption and government overreach, 

and challenge lies and misinformation when you encounter them, whether online or in conversations. 

Join and strengthen grassroots movements because the most effective resistance to authoritarianism comes from 

public pressure and grassroots mobilization. 

State and local elections matter.  Authoritarianism does not only thrive at the federal level, but it also spreads 

through governors, state legislatures and election boards that manipulate the system from within.  Support the 

mobilization of others by registering new voters and combating misinformation about voting rights. 

Support organizations fighting for voting rights, workers’ rights, racial justice and economic fairness.  And participate 

in protests, advocacy campaigns, and direct action efforts that demand change. 

The Socially Desirable Necessity for Stands Against Authoritarianism 

America’s Founders designed the Constitution to guard against tyranny, and they knew that laws alone could not 

adequately protect democracy -- it would always depend on the courage and moral clarity of the people.  In 2025, the 

same moral choice faced by generations before us is before us now. 

Will we stand up against authoritarian overreach, or will we allow democracy to be dismantled piece by piece?  Will we 

reject fear-based politics that pit Americans against each other, or will we demand a government that works for all?  

Will we allow deception and corruption to define our nation, or will we insist on transparency, integrity, and justice? 

This is a test of national character.  Silence is complicity -- and history will remember whether we rose to meet this 

moment with integrity and responsibility. 

Building a Unified Front: Overcoming Division to Reclaim Democracy 

One of the most destructive tactics of the Trump regime has been the deliberate deepening of national division.  

Authoritarians thrive on fear, resentment and polarization.  They do so because they know that a divided people 

cannot fight back effectively. The antidote is unity in purpose -- bringing together progressives, moderates and 

principled conservatives to defend democratic values. 

Let’s seek common ground, and build coalitions.  Trumpism is not just a threat to progressives -- it is a threat to 

everyone who values democracy, the rule of law and fairness in governance. 

Let’s engage in constructive dialogue with those who may not share every political view but who recognize the dangers 

of authoritarianism. Support cross-partisan efforts to protect election integrity, hold officials accountable and 

strengthen democratic norms. 

Reject political cynicism and fatalism, because Trump and his enablers want Americans to believe that nothing can be 

done, that corruption is too powerful, and that resistance is futile.  This is a not completely true.  The abolitionist 

movement, civil rights movement and countless other struggles for justice faced overwhelming odds and still prevailed. 

Hope is not passive -- it is an active choice to fight for what is right.  Let’s rebuild a culture of civic responsibility by 

encouraging community engagement, better education and service as fundamental duties of citizenship. 

Resist the normalization of corruption and authoritarian behavior -- call it out when you see it, and demand 

accountability. Support policies that strengthen civic education in schools, ensuring future generations understand 

their rights and responsibilities in a democracy. 

The Historic Weight of This Moment: The Choice Before Us 

This is not just another political cycle.  The decisions made in the coming weeks and months and years will define the 

future of the nation.  The stakes are existential: 

 Will the United States remain a democracy, or will it become an autocracy controlled by corrupt elites? 
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 Will the rights and freedoms enshrined in the Constitution be protected, or will they be systematically dismantled? 

 Will future generations inherit a government that serves the people, or one that serves only the powerful? 

The answer depends on whether enough Americans refuse to be bystanders and instead take direct action to restore 

democracy and fair governance. 

History will judge what we did at this crossroads.  Will we be remembered as the generation that allowed democracy 

to slip away -- or the one that reasonably and responsibly rose up to defend it? 

The time to act is now.  No one is coming to save democracy -- it is up to us.  Vote.  Organize.  Speak out.  Demand 

accountability.  Never accept authoritarian rule as inevitable.  Don’t “obey in advance.”  America’s greatest victories 

have come when ordinary people stood together against injustice.  Now is the time to write the next great chapter in 

that legacy.  The future of democracy is not yet written -- but what we do today will determine what it becomes. 

Conclusion: A New Birth of Freedom and the Imperative of Collective Action to Safeguard Democracy 

The American experiment depends on moral leadership, economic fairness, and democratic integrity.  It is the duty of 

all citizens to help uphold democracy by demanding good governance and the relentless pursuit of fairness. 

The future is unwritten -- but it belongs to those who refuse to be silent in the face of injustice. 

In the face of escalating authoritarianism and the erosion of democratic norms under the Trump regime in 2025, the 

preservation of American democracy hinges on active citizen engagement. Challenges such as electoral manipulation, 

pervasive corruption, misinformation, disinformation and societal division are formidable, but not insurmountable.  

Addressing them necessitates a unified, informed and resolute populace committed to the principles of good 

governance and democratic fairness. 

The Role of Good Governance in Democratic Resilience 

Good governance is the cornerstone of a thriving democracy, encompassing not only transparency and accountability, 

but also effectiveness, responsibility, efficiency and inclusivity -- elements essential for fostering public trust and 

ensuring that governmental power serves the collective benefit.  As emphasized by the United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, good governance requires fair legal frameworks enforced impartially, with 

institutions that are accountable to the people.  Reestablishing these principles is paramount to counteracting policies 

and practices that have undermined democratic institutions. 

The Desirability and Necessity of Democratic Fairness 

Democratic fairness ensures that all citizens have equitable access to political participation and that their voices are 

heard and respected.  This involves safeguarding voting rights, preventing gerrymandering, and ensuring that elections 

are free from manipulation.  In the face of stubbornly corrupt efforts to suppress votes and subvert electoral 

outcomes, it is essential for us to reaffirm our collective commitment to democratic fairness for the legitimacy and 

stability of our political system. 

A Call to Collective Action 

The defense of democracy is not the sole responsibility of elected officials or institutions; it is a collective endeavor 

requiring active participation from every citizen. This includes engaging in the electoral process, holding our 

representatives accountable, supporting independent journalism, and fostering civil discourse.  By uniting across 

political, social, and economic divides, Americans can build a resilient front against authoritarian encroachments and 

work toward a more just and equitable society. 

While the challenges are significant, history demonstrates that collective action can lead to profound positive change.  

Embracing the principles of good governance and democratic fairness, and committing to active and informed 

participation, can restore and strengthen democratic institutions.  The future of American democracy depends on our 

collective resolve to uphold these values and to act decisively in their defense. 

   Truly, 

     Dr. Tiffany B. Twain     March 24, 2025 


